Behind the Footlights

In these last days of the season of
$805-06, in preparation for the coming
season of 1906-07, all sorts of things are
being tried, on—er, on—on the dog? Cer-
tainly not! on New York, Philadelphia,
Chicago, Washington. Washington, for
instance, got “The Optimist.”” It might

have been worse—much worse, as New
York will bear witness. For New York
drew “The Girl Patsy,” and alas' it
was not mutual. The most tolerant

criticism of Patsy is a cautious admis-
sion that proper management would heip
it out a whole lot, and that even at
that it will need a whole lot of revision
before even the dog will swallow it,
Then again it might have been better,
for Chicago seems to be tickled to death
with “The Student KXing,” the new
De Koven opera pgnduced by Savage.
It had been tried on the dog and the dog
liked it. So apparently did Chicago.
And Boston has pothing but praise for
“Young Fernald,” the new comedy by
Evelyn Greenleaf Sutherland and Buelah
Marle Dix, produced for the first time
on any stage at the Majestic last Mon-
day night. It seems to have made a
hit, but then, consider the cast. There
are only seven characters in the play,
and three of these are taken by Mar-
garet Anglin, Mrs. Thomas Whiffen, and

Henry Miller. That looked good to Bos-
ton. In fact, it would even look good to
Washington.
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Coghlan.
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"L»;llv‘ a, an historical romantic
drama in three acts, by Alphonse Chros-
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in ten plays, eight of wh are new.
The authors are Alfred Su C. M &
McLellan, Eusene W. Presby, Mrs. |
Humphry Ward, Mrs. Frances Hodgson
PBurnett, Israel Zangwill, Fitch,
and Edmond Rost

Eleanor will certainly Ve a sirenu-
ous year. Meanw she and her
mother have gone abroad for a vaca-
tion.

Ola Humphrey, who was recently seen
4n Washington as “The Little Grey
Y.ady,” is on her way to A ralia.
where for twenty weeks s} will
be the leading lady in J. C. Williamson’'s
stock company, and possibly for twen-
ty-five . wagks after that They are
U‘!hv:'s, about a dozen of them. on the
game steamer, on their way to join tue
same ompany.

Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Holland bhave
gone abrozd for a vacation.

David Warfleld last night closed nis
season in ““The Music Master” in New
York, aftera run of 593 performances. He
proposes in the fall to open for a shor.

New York run, just to bring it up past

| nare

of thirty-fivey

the 600 mark, and then he will take
*“The Music Master” on the road. |
is sald that Belasco means to send it |
right out to the Pacific coast. And
what has Washington done to David |
that the coast should have precedence? |
Meanwhile David Warfield is going

sbroad for a vacation.
Speaking of las he’'s got a new
play for Mrs Carter—wonder
cry, ¢ this time—

which is said to be entirely unlike 21y-
thing in which Mrs. Carter
fore appeared. There
dozen characters,

t0o be a simple st¢

of everyday life.

Emma Eames Story and Julian Stcry
have gone abroad for their vacation.
Jtaly for theirs.

Speaking of new plays James J. Corbett
is to have vne—a new phase of the
detective play—by Langdon MeCormick,

suthor of “How Hearts Are Broken,™
“When the World Sleeps,”” and others
of that ilk. Thrills? Well, T guess.

It must »e nice to have so many
talents you don't know which to de-
velop. Lionel Barrymore is reported

as about to quit the stage and devote
Bimself to art. (No sarcasm intgnded).

has hereto-,

| on August

He will study in Paris for the next year
and then return to New York to take
up work at his new profession, Here's

luck to him, anyhow. Sister Ethel, by
the way, has gone to Maline to spend
the summer on an estate rhe has just

purchased.

And Lew Fields has gone zbroad on
a vacation—a short one, just hLis size—
a few days in London and back to New
York for him,

May Irwin
written for

It isn't
is to be a
*hant for bridge

Oh, and new plays—yes,
has one. At
her by George V.
named yet, but Miss Irwin
society dame with a pen
whist,

least it's being

Hybart,

William H. Crane has gone abroad on
a vacation. Germany and Mrs. Crane
for his, and then the Savoy Theater,
New York in September

Mrs. Fiske also has a new play, ““The

New York Idea,”” by Langdon Mitcheli.
She and Emily Stevens, her cousin, and
a member of her company, have gone

to California to spend the summer, rest-
ing and studying in the mountaina of
that State. Mrs. Fiske's role s de-
scribed as *“in some respects the most
vital and significant she has yet under-
taken.”

Frank Dekum, who played *“‘Little Bil-
lie” in Trilby this seadon, has gone
abroad for his vacation.

has replaced the am-
ple Marie Dressler in Joe Weber's com-
pany. Miss Mayhew playved a colored
“mammy’’ in “On the Suwanee River”
for six years, before her talent as an
all-round comedienne was recognized

Stella Mayvhew

For the past two seasons she has at-
tracted much attention through her
work in “Comin Thro' The Rye,” “In

Tammany Hall,” and as the star in &

revival of “The Show Girl.”

As for Miss Dressler—the ample Marie

has gone abroad for her—no she hasn't
either. She has gon abroad to work
and will begin almost immediately re-
hearsals for the musical comedy in
which she Is to appear under the direc-
tion of George Edwards She will re-
main on the other side at least a year,

ce O'Nelll took the poor debtor's

at the Pemberton Square Court, in

m, on May 22. She lost heavily in

San Francisco fir nearly every-
owned in scenery, costumes

and stage effects being destroyed. Her
step was unavoidable, she says. She
has postponed the production of her
new play, ““The Story of the Golden
Fleece,” until mext season. The piece

is by Henry Kirk, a young Californlan,
and is based upon the romance of Me-
dea and Jason.

Fernandez is now Mrs, Wil-
Abingdon. They were marrfed in
New York last Tuesday and have gone
abroad on their wedding trip. It was a
distinctly theatrical wedding. Amelia
Bingham was matron of honor; Louise
Galloway, mald of honor; Charles Rich-
man, best man, and Vincent Serrano,
Wilton Lackaye, Ernest Lawford,
Wolf Hopper
ushers.,

Bijou
liam

“Scotty” has learned how fickle fame
can be. He closed his season in Charles

A. Taylor's play “King of the Desert
Mine,” in Chicago rec ently, and g cor-
respondent from the Windy City says:
“The attendance was only fair. Lau-

rette Taylor as Bessle was so bright,
thorcugh and competent- that she seem-

ed lonesome

in the production. “ittle
Eva was remakably well playved by a
| diminutive child actress, Edythe Ray-

Alas, poor Scotty! Back to the ranch
for you!

Lee Arthur, the playwright, and Alice
Brown, of Washington, were married
at the Hotel Gerard, in New York city,
May Mr. Arthur has entirely re-
covered from the efrects of a fall down
the subway steps at Forty-second
street about a ago. In July the
couple will sal' for Holland, where Mr.
Arthur is going to consult with Henri
de Vries about a new piay for the Dutch

on

weel:

| actor

Few people knew that when Josepn
Wheelock, jr., closed his season in
Washinglon a ecouple of months ago,

he closed it because he had reached the
end of his nhysical tether.
ington i¥ ford enough of him to be glad
to hear that ke has entirely recovered
from the operation which was then
necessary, and which was performed at
Roosevelt Hospital, New York. He will
spend the summer in the West and re-
appear in” *“Just® Out of College” next
fall.

Berr Greet is decidedly interested in
reading abont the marriage of King Al-

fonso and Princess Ena, as he is to
appear before them at the open air the-|
atricals to be given at Carisbrooke
Castle, Isle of Wight, following the
Cowes regatta. At the celebration of
the 1,006th anniversary of Ely Cathe-
dral he is going to present one of the

ld morality playvs

Marie
a new

Cahill will open bher season in
musical play at Daly’'s Theater
27. Tt will be her first appear
this theater since she playec
in the Augustin Daly

ance
soubrette roles
musical plays.

at

The nerve of vaudeville! Langtry and
Mrs. Porter are announced for ‘“‘turns.”
It i= reported that Adelina Patti may
possibly “be induced to make a tour of
the vaudeville houses next fall.” Ellen

are only half 2| Perry has found it necessary to issue a |
1 the play is sald| genial of the rzport that she has been

engaged to appear in a sketch at a New
York vaudeville theater. Why doesn’t
some enterprising wvaudeville manager
corral the great and only Sarah, or
Duse, or “induce’ Salvini to come over?

And think of the company they'd be
in, It is announced from London that
Fred Conquest is appearing at the Ly-
ceum in a sketch called ““The Freak's
Revenge.” It is very strong and In-
troduces a drunken gorilla, that is
taught to stab the enemy of the prin-
cipal character. The gorilla makes a
mistake, and there is a struggle that
results in the death of the gorilla and
the freak as the curiain falls. There's s

De|
and Augustus Barrett,|

And Wash-|

thing that is bound te catch the vaude-

to tumble over each other to get.

Winfred Goff, baritone and technical
director of the Henry W. Savage Eng-
lish Grand Opera Company, has salled
for London and Paris to look after
some detalls for the production of Puc-
cinl's “Madame Butterfly” in America
next season.

Seth Cabell- Halsey, the young Wash-
ingtonian on the stage, who played the
part of the Congressman in the

“Educa-
tion of Mr. Pipp”

villian eye and the managers are bound

season, has been re-engaged for the part
by Digby Bell for the coming season,

The Shuberts will bring over next sea-
son Miss Lena Ashwell, one of the most
highly thought of actresses on the other
side. She has heen leading lady with Sis
Charles Wyndham and has played many
important roles,

Fuji-Ko, the Japanese actress, will
present in London this season a one-act
dream play, “The Love of a Geisha.” in
which {s embodied the fdea of a doctrine
of Nirvana, reduced to popular form.

80 successfully last! She may come to tals country later.

NEW YORK, June 2 ~With this week
the regular lh«mlnm!' season of 1905-08
comes to an end, but those who wish to
E0 to the play will have plenty to
from for a while, in fact there is never
& time when there are not plenty of good
shows along the Great White \i'a-:,
With the close :

chose

of the season these
plays end theie runs: David Warfield in
“The Music Master,” *"The Vanderbilt
Cup,” “The Hippodrome," ‘““Happyland,”
and the Willlam J. Kelley stock com-
pany. “Peter Pan" will end the season
next Saturday night,

Stage é;;sip From Gotham

By JAMES GRANT THURSTON.

The wkich
town this week are:

New York Theater—Miss Blanche Ring
in “His Honor the Mayor,” &8 “summer-
time entertainment,” book by Messrs.
C. E. Campbell and R. M. Skinner, music
by Messrs., Jullan Edwards and Alfred
E. Aarons,

Academy of Music—E. H. Sothern and
Miss Julia Marlowe in Shakespeare’s
“Romeo and Juliet.”

Lyric Theater—Henry E. Dixey in a
revival of “The Man on the Box,” a

new playvs have come to

Mme.

— SRR R,
“JACK” MA
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{ Mr. Mason has, 4 hiz stage
!rar--rr, been assoclated h

itnric stock organizat
ent ‘clities ‘and widel
stanc¢es and enviror
son on the stage was
Walnut Street Theater, Pl
He was there at t} th of its stock
company. From the Walnut he went
to the famous old Museum, In
1879, and plaved there flve consecutive
vears, until he famous old
Union Square Theat of A. M. Palmer,
in 1884, the vear that Mr. Palmer gave
up his stock company at that theater, a
{ company from whi migrated
like Stuart Robsc J. H. St
Sarah Jewétt, and others
ing wyear he joined
with which Steele Mac
Frohman opened
Theater, in New Y
years, after another t
Muysgeum, he

ladelphia

de:

Boston

In the follow-
stock company
» and Gustave
amous Lyce
rk. and in later
erm at the Boston
to New York and
rejoined the Lyceum Stock Company
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Daniel Frohman, was a

the

the

returned

of
member of
thal company when it passed out of ex-

into

and

istence after having furnished
American stage with many of its pres-
ent-day stars.

If Mr. Mason had followed the heredi-
iary trend of his family he would have
been a composer or a musician of note,
but would hava not become assoclated
with the stage. The family is one of
the best known in New England. His
grandfather, the late Dr. Lowell Mason,
of Boston, was a noted composer, and
by reason of his work in connection with
the establishment of church choirs in
this country has frequently been termed
“the father music in Amer-
ica.” Dr. Mason ¢. 'nposed the music to
! which “Nearer, My God, to Thee,” the
i late President McKinley's favorite hymn,
That

the

of chuvrch

is now sung by millions of voices.
hymn was written about 1840 by Sarah

‘Flowor Adams, an English Unitarian,
but its world-wide vogue was not ac-
quired un.m about 1860, when Dr. Lowell
{ Mason, of Boston, set it to the tune to
,whlch it is now sung. Dr. Mason was
| the father of five boys, all of whom had
{ musical talent. One of these, Dr. Wil-
| liam Mason, who !s= living at an ad-
!\‘:inced age In New York city, was a
| favorite pupil of Liszt, the composer,
and was for many years one of the best
{ known musical pedagogues = *he United
| States. The other three brothers also
| had splendid musical talent, and the
widely known Mason & Hamlin organ
was established by them.

John Mason had a fine baritone voice,
but did not care to become a singer and
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John Mason and Annie Russell in the

Occasclonally, however, during the course
of his career he has drifted Into light
opera.
he played with Maggie Mitchell in “The
Little Barefoot,” “Fanchon, the Cricket,”
“Mignon,” and similar productions.
Later he toured in “The Tar and Tar-
tar,” and when the Gilbert and Sullivan
operas were In the height of their v
he played in all of them except ‘“Pina-
fore.”- In “Patience” he was the orig-
inal Patience, and he was prominently
cast in nearly all of the other Gilbertian
productions,

Mason entered Columbia University in
New York in 1876, and while there jolned
a club which gave an amateur perform-
ance of Wilkie Collins’ “Man and Wife”

gue

at Daly's Fifth Avenue Theater for the
befiefit of the Culian sufferers. That

was his first appearance on the stage
and the only time he ever appeared with
Aamateurs. At that time he had no stage
ambitions. Then, while he was at Co-
lumbia, came the exciting political pe-
riod of the Hayes-Tilden electoral con-
test,

That contest was responsible indirect-
iy for Mason's debut upon the profes-
slonal stage, because he became so ab-

pever made any serious siudy of music. gorbed IR the contest that he pald little

courtesy of Harris & Ewing.

Original Production of “Mice and Men”

aitention to his studies, and was cogi-
tating upon leaving college when one of

In his earlier career on the stage | the girls who had appeared in the ama-
Pr

teur performance at Daly's happened
to meet him and asked him wheth
er he wished to join the com-
pany at the head of which she was to
star at Banvard's Broadway Theater,
now Daly's Theater. Mason acecepted

the offer and left college t5 make his
professional debut on the stage. The

play was a fallure. Mason received
only $5 for his week's work—$3 less

than he was promised. But he felt the
sting of the stage microbe and went
down to Philadelphia to join the Waluut
Street Theater’s famous old stock com-
pany in 1878, as utility man. He started
in by carrying the spear, but got more
important parts during the balance of
the season—that being his fArst season
on the stage. At the Walnut he met
Lawrence Barrett, who commanded
great iniduence with R. M. Fleld, owner
of the famous old Boston Museum,
which was demolished a few years ago.
During the season that Mason was at
the Walnut the company supported
Barrett, Frank C. Bangs, Mary Ander-
son, John McCullovn.gh. Lotta, Effie
Ellsler,and Janaus. hek, with all 431 whom

Inez Plummer,

Ingenue With Odetts
Tyler, =+ the Belasco.
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1o America he toured

After starring in

worth’s Experiment.”
he appeared

“Tr.e Altar of Friendship”

the World” until Miss Annie !
was to be starred itn “Mice and Men,

when he joined the company ©of the lat-
ter for the original production
play when made at the National Theater
here. Since ieaving ““Mice and Men,

which he playved nearly two seasons, Mr,
Mason has been Mrs, Fiske's leading
man, creating the parts of Eilert Lov-
berg in “Hedda Gabler.,” am! the (-le:
gant Paul Sylvain in “Leah Kleschna,

in addition to appearing in her revival
of “Becky Sharp” and in “Doice,” a one-
act piece by John Luther Long, and “A
Light from St Agnes,” one of Mrs.
Fiske's one-act plays. which created a
profound sensation in New York,

¢
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she was five years old. When the
came on the stage with her new
ment, she created-a sensation ang Seem-
ed to enjoy it
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It is gratifying to know that the st
den illness of Ada Re

n, which inter-
rupted her trip to Europe, is not sert
She scon will be well again and w

abroad.
“The

Covernor's Sor Ty {

30T
Cohan's summer song w, wi
on the Aerial Roof Garden,
New Amsterdam Ti on

June 4, where it is booked for a

sSummer

Joseph Cawthorn and his wife will re-
main at their home at Asbury Park, un-
til it is time to sail for London with
Sousa’'s opera, ““The Free Lance.”

Grand opera by pegroes is somet
unique. The Theodore Drury grand ope

company gave a really creditable p
formance this week at the Fourteenth
Street Theater. “Aida™ was given for

the “premiere.” Estella Clough was the
prima donna, while James H. Worsham

espayed as Radames. On Tuesday night
“Carmeg” ven with Miss Mary
Terrell in itle rol¢ nd F: lin
Brown as These two bills
alternated du week

Herr Direktor Co ied does not

pose to be caught napping by the ch

next sezson. He has established a school
for choristers and proposes by the *‘me
for grand opera again to have a corps
of musical strike breakers which will
make him secure.

Dr. Hans Richter, who directs the

Wagner performances at Covent
den Opera House, London, has just con
ducted his 4,000th public performance.
which was “Die Walkure.” His records
irclude scme 12,000 full rehearsals and
25,4 iano rehearsals. Duri
. the famous condu
at the Halle Concerta
Dr. Richter, who is s
England

G:

% to 35,000 pis
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tell
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The *“May Blossom™ debul! was more

ed the part played | of an accommodation to the manager of

the company than anything else, for he

Fas Not| was in despair at not being able to se-

suitable child, and the tiny

not have a| getress had no thought of the future.

She little suspected that later on she

would become a real actress and make

Lyceum Stock Company, tak- | the acquaintance of a fellow-student w

Upon his rétur 2 {
in “The Tar and tn2 Tartar.” “Friend
Fritz.” =nd other pieces, and after vari-
ous ventures he was engaged to create|
the rart ~f Drake in the original produc-
tior The Christian."” He then re-|
Jjoin-
ing organ’'s part of John Wrench |

| she received her diploma she hag

i aey of the Wells,” and cre-|
ated ant roles in

Whe ‘fhe Interrupted Honey-
moon e Ambassador,” in which he
was the assador, and “Lady Hunt-|

|
|

with Elsie De Wolfe in “The Way of|
Russell |

of the|

in |

her first important success in another
play by the same author.

When little Inez grew bigges she was
sent to the finest beoarding school in
Syracuse, and then to New Yora to a
finishing institution. She never thought
of becoming an actress until she made

10

Zliss Plum-

intended going on the stage.

“Wheels Within | mer made up her mind quickly that she
| wanted to act,

and three months after
se-
cured a pesition as Tabitha Drinker
with the road company of “Janice Meri-
dith.” Her first experience was a
one, for the play remained out during
nine months. In that time all the im-
portant cities of the country were vis-
ited, and the little girl from Syracuse
had her first glimpse of the outside
world. She played Ingenue roles with
the Shubert stock company in Syracuse
for three summers, when such plavs as
*“Under Two Flags,” ‘“The Christian,™
“The Wife,” *“and “The Charity Bail”
were produced,

Having gained so much by experience,
she did pot hesitate to accept Grace

'«

long




